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A Glimpse into Katy’s Place 
Early afternoon at Katy’s Place exudes a peace that is 
palpable.  Through the hallway window we see the room 
darkened, and hear the sound of soft music, and the 
gentle breathing of young children.  Young toddlers are 
stretched out on nap mats, and babies are slumbering in 
cribs, swings, and comforted in the arms of a dedicated 
team member.  But naptime is just a small part of the 
extended, busy day of our onsite, licensed Child 

Development Center! 

 “During the first few years of 
life, the brain is developing 
most rapidly, and a foundation 
is created for a child’s physical 
and mental health.  Katy’s Place 
provides the critical elements 
of healthy child development: 
nurturing, responsive, and 
stable care-giving; appropriate 
nutrition; and a safe, supportive 

environment,” explains 
Lori Sequeira, Manager 
of Katy’s Place.   “During 
the day, while their 
mothers attend to their 
education, counseling, 
and advancing their life 
skills, at Katy’s Place 
each child receives an 
individualized treatment plan, to assist in the attainment 
of developmental milestones - especially important for 
those children that have been exposed to homelessness 
and instability”. 

When young mothers arrive for pickup, many stay for 
‘baby bonding’ time – part of a new program being 
implemented by Dr. Ellen Israel, called Parent Infant 
Mental Health, that focuses on developing a healthy 
attachment between mother and child.  

This is just a peek – we invite you to visit us soon!

Celebrating Success!  2015 to date  

1 Mom expecting TWINS - a CGE first! 

3 Newborns – healthy and strong

4 Moms expecting

1 Mom and her 3yr old daughter   

 reunited

2  Moms have visiting children, working   

 on reunifications

1  Adolescent attending community   

 college

6  Teen moms continuing high school…

2  are so excited – going to the Prom!

Moms & Babies Luncheon
Amazing things are accomplished when empowered women join forces!  Mark 
your calendar now, and invite your friends – Sunday afternoon, June 7th is the 
next Moms & Babies Luncheon!  Bring a group, and be part of the incredible 
energy that is created when we join together with the goal of helping our CGE 
families. It’s an uplifting afternoon of friendship, 
collaboration, tricky tray auction and 50/50, and a 
lunch including delicious Polish specialities!  

Call us at 732-247-7003 x33 or email  
alavallato@cge-nj.org to receive an invite and get 
more information.

Did you know?  We hope that YOU and YOUR 
FRIENDS will consider replicating this event in some 
way in your own community.   If you are open to this 
opportunity to empower other women to help us, 
we are waiting for your call 732-247-7003 x25, and 
ask for Noreen!
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How You Help

Your Helping Hand - Your 

donation of any 

amount DOES make 

an impact!  Please 

use this envelope, 

or log on to www.cge-nj.org and click “DONATE 

NOW”.

Mother’s Day – In honor of your mother, grandmother, 

daughter, or other special woman in your life, 

donate a “Gift Basket” on our website, or make a 

cash donation in her name 

Matching Gifts – Your company can double, even triple, 

your gift!  Chubb, BMS, ExxonMobil, John Hancock, 

IBM, J&J, Merck, Prudential, Tyco, Goldman Sachs, 

just to name a few.  

Please, ask at your office if matching is available 

-the Center’s TID is 22-3560158.

Monthly Giving – Join our team of monthly givers and 

sustain our programs – return this envelope with 

your information or log on to www.cge-nj.org and 

sign up for a ‘Recurring Donation’.  Your sacrifice, 

whether the cost of a cup of coffee once a week, or 

a dinner out, can provide basic necessities and so 

much more for our families.

Committed to Recovery
Meet Yvette Weeks, the Recovery Specialist of our Adult 
Women’s Program’s clinical team!  Yvette received her 
Masters in Social Work from Rutgers, and specializes 

in Trauma-informed Care and the 
treatment of Substance Abuse 
and Co-Occurring Mental Health 
Disorders.  Her responsibilities include 
providing individual counseling 
and facilitating groups on Trauma, 
Addiction Education, Recovery, and 
Relapse Prevention.  Yvette also 
serves in the critical role of Alumni 
Outreach Coordinator, keeping in 

touch with former clients.  

Yvette’s passion for her role is evident, especially when it 

involves advocating for her clients as they seek to reunify 
with their children.  “Each day I witness the intensive 
work a client invests in overcoming her past traumas, and 
becoming a healthier woman and nurturing mother.   A 
lot of people are afraid to go into courtrooms, having to 
speak before judges, lawyers and District Attorneys, but 
I love it!  I see the impact of our programs, and want to 
share that with all involved.” Yvette comes from a family 
of social workers, as her father and aunt were in the same 
profession.   

One of our many dedicated team members, Yvette will 
celebrate her 5th year at Great Expectations this June.  
Join us in celebrating with her, as we consider the many 
young women and children who have  benefited from her 
clinical skills, and her Nurtured Heart! 

NJBIZ Recognizes CGE Founder 
and President/CEO

Did you see the news?  This March Peg was honored by 

NJBIZ as one of New Jersey’s “Top 50 Women” in business, 

culminating with an awards reception at The Palace at 

Somerset.

Peg Wright’s leadership has guided Great Expectations’ 

incredible growth - from the 1998 two-bedroom Somerville 

home that served 6 pregnant 

women, to our current 

programs, including 2 Somerset 

Residential programs, Katy’s 

Place, Outpatient Program, 

and Supportive Housing at 

AvalonSomerset – together 

serving over 150 mothers and 

children each year! 

“Success at CGE is built 

minute by minute, and day by 

day, on the individual successes of our clients.  We partner 

with each mother to ‘break the cycle’ for herself, and her 

child.  The chronic nature of mental health and substance 

use disorders, fueled by past traumas, demands that we 

celebrate each step, and each day, heading in the right 

direction,” Peg shared. “I am proud of being selected for 

this award, and I share it with the entire CGE team.”
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The Run to Overcome
Early Saturday, April 4th, dedicated runners and walkers 
braved the windy morning and joined CGE staff, and 

mothers and 
children at Mercer 
County Park for 
the 2nd Annual 
Run to Overcome.  

An amazing group 
of volunteers from 
H4B Catapult of 
Hamilton, NJ and 
related NY-based 

Havas Health coordinated the event, and 5K registrations, 
sponsorships, and other fundraising resulted in the 
presentation of a super-sized check of $11,500 to 
support programs at Great Expectations.  We are truly 
humbled, and 
energized, by 
the passion 
this group has 
for our mission 
of supporting 
v u l n e r a b l e 
mothers and 
children! 

Who Would Help Me?
“I didn’t know who could help me, or why they’d help 
me”, Amanda said.  Because of her drinking, her daughter 
had just been removed 
from her custody.  It was 
a familiar nightmare.  
Almost fifteen years 
earlier, Amanda and 
her siblings had been 
removed from their 
own mother, separated, 
and placed into the 
child welfare system. 
“My dad was in prison, 
my mom was drinking all the time.  My grandma had 
just died.  I was the oldest, so I was taking care of my 
brother and sister.  I remember the day they took us 

away, thinking this couldn’t be happening. I felt I failed 
them.  I felt responsible.”  

Amanda ended up on the streets, and in despair.  
The day she arrived at Great Expectations, she felt 
overwhelming relief.  “I knew I was in the right place 
because I felt safe.  I was committed to my recovery 
and getting my daughter back.”  After months of hard 
work in our Adult Women’s Program, Amanda was 
reunited with her daughter.  Her plan is to move into 
permanent supportive housing and start community 
college.   “Thanks to the programs here, I’ve learned life 
and coping skills, and a lot about living a healthy life and 
being a good, nurturing mother.  At Great Expectations 
they talk about breaking generational cycles of abuse 
and addiction.  That’s what I’m doing, for myself,  
and for my daughter.”

July 9th – Join NJ Devil’s Ken Danyeko and CGE supporters golfing to 
 “break the cycle” – Call us to book your foursome!

Building Up and Out!
Despite the winter’s 
weather challenge, 
our construction team 
forged ahead with the 
expansion of House A, 
home to our Adolescent 
Program.  We are adding 
enough room to provide 
bedrooms for 4 additional 
teenage mothers, up to 8 more children, expanding 
Katy’s Place, and adding common areas for expanded 
living space and allied therapies, and counseling and 
medical offices. As soon as the snow melted and the 
weather warmed a bit, it was “all hands on deck”.  There 
are still opportunities at all levels to sponsor some part 

of this expansion.  
Consider a naming 
opportunity for a 
loved one -contact 
Paula Delfs at (732) 
247-7003 x 33.

Keep posted on our 
progress – ‘like us’ on 

facebook, and email us at info@cge-nj.org to receive 
updates – we plan on opening the doors this summer!



2015 Calendar

May 10 Mother’s Day –please remember our young  
 mothers by helping us in some way
June 6 CGE Annual Reunion
June 7 Moms & Babies Luncheon, Whitehouse Station
July 9 Ken Daneyko Golf Classic
Aug Summer activities - Will you help us provide a  
 backyard BBQ, day trips to the beach and  
 parks, or visits to the movies and ice cream  
 parlor?
Sept 13 Grandparents’ Day
Oct Outreach Event, St. Mary’s Stony Hill, Watchung
Nov 13 CGE Gala – Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club,  
 Bedminster
Nov Outreach Event, Our Lady of the Mount, Warren

How You Can Help
 • Sign up to receive our Critical Needs email blast  
  – no obligation, maybe you can help!

 • Don’t forget us during the summer!  Have your  
  company, group, or family sign up to help during  
  a summer month – check our August calendar  
  for ideas!

 • Be an Ambassador – introduce Great   
  Expectations to your company, church and friends

 • Volunteer  -  Join our Gala or Golf Committees 

 • Donate your car – it doesn’t need to be working  
  to help!

 • Suggest Great Expectations to your HR or   
  corporate outreach department!

Call Noreen at 732-247-7003 x25 or email 
nwhittemore@cge-nj.org for more information.

Thank you!
American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) of RWJ Medical School; Daughters 
of Israel; International Playthings and Anna Vreeland; St. Matthias Loaves & Fishes; 
Renew International of Plainfield; Catholic Daughters of America, Court Regina Coeli 
9400, St. Johns Dunellen;  First Solar and Leslie Reyes; Bridgeway Healthcare/Avalon;  
Knights of Columbus and Catholic Daughters of America, Woodbridge; Millstone 
Columbiettes; Janssen an Wendella Carryl; Bellizima Salon; Falgi Carting; Raritan Self 
Storage;  Queenship of Mary/Knights of Columbus #12004-St. Vincent DePaul; Popup 
Beauty Shop; Immaculate Conception School, Annandale.
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RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS
Homeless pregnant/parenting adolescents;
Homeless pregnant/parenting women with

substance use disorders; their children  
KATYS PLACE 

On-site, licensed Child Development Center 

OUTPATIENT PROGRAM
Pregnant/parenting women with

substance use and/or co-occurring disorders

PERMANENT SUPPORTIvE HOUSING
Apartment homes and supportive services
for successful graduates and their children

If you would prefer to receive correspondences electronically,  
please email us at info@cge-nj.org


