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Cozy in My Own Bed
In early November a family of 3 found a new home at the 
Center’s Permanent Supportive Housing.  They arrived on 
November 1st with few belongings, and Sister Madeline 
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Leadership Somerset
Seven amazing women joined together at the 2012 
Leadership Somerset program and selected the 
Center as the beneficiary for their year-long project.  
The goal of this Somerset County-run program, 
open to county residents, is “to create an active 
network of informed, concerned leaders committed 
to improving the quality of life in our communities”.  

Combining their talents, our team’s efforts focused 
on goals that would truly help the Center.  Raising 
public awareness for CGE’s mission came in the 
form of student partnerships with RVCC’s Cru and 
Black Student Association, and BRRSD’s Reach to 
Women.  In addition to increased press coverage, 
October 26, 2012 – the date of CGE’s Gala – was 
proclaimed “Center for Great Expectations Day” in 
Watchung, North Plainfield, Raritan, Montgomery, 
Manville, Bound Brook, Bernards and Bernardsville.    
Raising friends and funds targeted collecting 
auction items for our Golf outing and Gala, and we 
were delighted to receive autographed footballs 

from Carl 
Banks, as 
well “Gift 
of Flight” 
Gift cards 
and various 
baskets.  
The North 
Plainfield 

Lions Club 
joined in 
and put their 
mission of 
meeting 
humanitarian 
needs into 
action by 
making a 
generous donation to The Center.  Opportunities 
for grants and education were identified, including 
an amazing commitment by Bridgeway Institute for 
Nursing Excellence to provide one seat annually 
for a young mother to receive Home Health Aide 
certification.  

The year culminated with the selection of the Center 
to participate in O Magazine/Crocs ™ “100 Women, 
100 Shoes challenge”!   One hundred pairs of 
Crocs were delivered, and the team partnered with 
employees of J&J Bridgewater for a day of donating 
Crocs, money, time and talent to the Center.  See 
more at http://omagonline.com/crocs.

Best of all, we have forged amazing friendships 
– our thanks go out to all these ladies, who have 
promised to continue to be champions for the 
Center.  Pictured at their graduation from the 
Leadership Somerset program are, in alphabetical 
order, Gail Cain, Diane Cawley, Dollie Della Ventura, 
Michelle DeRocco, Suzanne Fiorino, Jessica 
Pelligrino, and Karen Vaughan.

2013 Updates
To date, 4 families have a new home in CGE’s 
Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) program, 
right next door at Avalon Somerset!

continued on page 3
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Time for a Reunion
Anniversaries at the Center are truly something to celebrate.  This June 
will be the Center’s 5th anniversary in our Somerset homes – how 
times flies!  It’s a great time of the year when we all come together 
on a Saturday afternoon - mothers, children, staff, and trustees – and 
returning graduates and children – to share lunch and catch up on the 
joys and challenges of the year.  The toddlers and younger children 
climb and swing in the playground, run all over the back yard, and play 
games and paint crafts, while even the adults join in on the classic egg-
on-a-spoon race, or take a swing at the piñata.   

This year’s date is June 15th, and we are looking for a volunteer group 
to sponsor this event.  Please consider donating lunch and running 
some fun & easy games, and most importantly, sharing a few hours that 
day.  Whatever you can do to help, please let us know - email Paula at 
pdelfs@cge-nj.org, or call (732) 247-7003 x33.

How Your Dollar Helps
$25         One week of diapers for a baby

$40         One Boppy pillow

$50         Pizza night for 8 families

$65         One tank of gas to shuttle families to their  
   appointments

$100       Formula and food for a week for a family

$250       One week  of care for a child in Katy’s Place

$850       One baby shower for an expectant mother

$6,250    Sponsor one 
mother and child for a 
month

Please open your 
heart to help us 
help our families

Catapult Cares!
You’ve seen the work of the teams from H4B/Catapult in the 
Center’s new branding – new colors, new logo, new look for the 
newsletter, and coming soon, new website.  Each year a team 
of employees from this company in Hamilton, NJ, works to 
help us ‘behind the scenes’ as well – updating the video on our 
website, providing us with new letterhead and business cards, 
and planning a 5K race this year to benefit the Center.  The 
dedication of this year’s team from Catapult has also resulted in 
new interns helping us during the spring semester, and a social 
media plan with a soon-to-be-released Twitter account and 
YouTube channel.    

The team also launched ‘Catapult Cares’, a company wide effort 
to engage employees in helping the Center.  Their holiday efforts 
resulted in a basket of gift cards to help with our families’ needs.   
The Center’s children in Katy’s Place lent their hands and feet to 

create the quilt pictured here, thanking all 
at Catapult for lending a hand, and helping 
us all take ‘the next right step’.  

Keep watching our website – www.
cge-nj.org – for our new look.  Do you 
know of a business that engages in 
community outreach?  Let us know 
what you need to sign the Center up 
for a drive, local grants, a much needed 
service or volunteer groups!
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AMWA Cookie Day
The future of medicine is looking bright!  Over one dozen medical students 
from the local chapter of the American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) 
at RWJ-UMDNJ arrived at the Center with 14 batches of homemade sugar 
cookie dough.  They were joined in House B’s kitchen by all of our mothers, 
along with their children, for an afternoon of cookie-baking and, more 
importantly, creating happy memories.  

Rolling dough, cutting shapes, watching the oven, the scent of butter and 
warm sugar, decorating with bright colors, the sweet taste of home-baked 
cookies - everyone together in the kitchen, helping each other, sharing food 
and laughter – these are the wonderful memories our moms captured that 
day.  Thanks to Dana, who prepped the dough and icing with over 10 lbs of 
flour, 5 lbs of butter and sugar, and a dozen eggs! Dana told us later, “We 
loved coming to CGE and 
meeting all of the amazing 
women who are there to 
turn their lives around. It 

was nice to give the women, and their kids, an opportunity to relax 
and do something fun for the holidays.  All of the residents who 
participated relayed their appreciation and it seemed like everyone 
had a great time.” 

We are thankful for these busy young medical students, who so 
generously shared their precious free time with our families.

found a toddler bed for the 2 year old, and bedding 
for all.  But where would mother and 5 year old son 
sleep?  So grateful to have a home, they happily 
used their new comforters and blankets to sleep 
on the floor.  “It’s clean, we’re together and we’re 
home”, Mom said.  CGE reached out on their behalf, 
expressing our hope that this family would have their 
own new beds by Christmas eve and the response 
was immediate - 2 new twin sets were quickly 
delivered.   The generous donor said the cost of 
brand new beds was minor in return for providing a 
family with increased self-esteem and many restful 
sleeps in their new home.

My Own Bed, continued from page 1 The Helping Hands of Children
This year, St. Matthias School chose the Center to benefit 
from their Catholic Schools outreach project.  For one 
week, children of every grade – with the generous support 
of their families – collected essential items that our babies 
need each day.  

When Sr. Jean Laurich, Principal of St. Matthias School, 
drove up in her car full with donations, she was followed 
by yet another car and a minivan!  Three young men, all 
students of St. Matthias, jumped out of the vehicles and 
started transporting bags 
and bags of diapers, wipes 
and toiletries.   Sr. Jean 
and three parents joined in, 
along with CGE staff – the 
elevator was wall to wall full! 

We are so grateful – thank 
you for teaching children 
the power of stewardship, 
and a huge thank you to 
the children of St. Matthias,  
who answered the call to 
‘help their neighbors’ - 
keeping the Center’s babies 
clean, dry and happy!
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2013 Calendar of Events
May 5K Race to Benefit the Center   

 H4B Catapult, Hamilton, NJ

Jul 11 Annual Ken Daneyko Golf Classic

             Suburban Golf Course, Union, NJ

Oct 25 Gift of Hope Gala 

 Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club, Bedminster, NJ

TBA Moms & Babies Luncheon

Join us!

How You Can Help
•	 Conduct a Wish List drive – diapers, wipes and 

crib sheets are at the top of our list, but just the 
beginning

•	 Organize a fundraiser – donations & gift cards, host 
a party at home, run a car wash, collect change for 
the Center 

•	 Be an Ambassador – introduce the Center and 
distribute our newsletters to your friends, house of 
worship, workplace 

•	 Make an online donation now: www.cge-nj.org

•	 Matching gifts from your employer can double your 
donations all year long

•	 Volunteer  - we have a need for your skills

•	 Engage your children in stewardship – looking for 
a school, scout, religious ed or mitzvah project?  
Give us a call!

•	 Join us at our upcoming events – enjoy a great time  
while knowing you are helping our mission

Email info@cge-nj.org or call (732) 247-7003 x32.

Thank You! 
We thank all of you that have helped the Center, 
including:

Roger Copt, Raritan Self 
Storage; Johnson Controls, 
Inc.; Somerset Presbyterian; 
Mary Mother of God, 
Hillsborough; Carolyn and 
Frank Sullivan; Reiki by 
Kadian Grant; St. Matthias, 
Somerset; Catapult Cares, 
Hamilton
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RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS
Residential treatment for homeless,

pregnant adolescents, and their children;
And homeless pregnant women with

substance use disorders, and their children.

OUTPATIENT PROGRAM
Pregnant and/or parenting women with 

substance use and/or co-occurring disorders.

PERMANENT SUPPORTIvE HOUSING
16 apartment homes and supportive services 
for successful graduates and their children.


