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Early 2013 – We are expecting 5 babies!

More 2012 Successes –
9 Healthy Babies Born
11 Reunifications of Mother & Child
8 Outpatient Program Graduates
11 Residential Program Graduates
Smoking Cessation – 100% compliance
2 High School Diplomas & 4 GEDs!

CONGRATULATIONS & BLESSINGS TO ALL!
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Faith in Action
Starting in 2009, the Seton Ministry of St. Charles 
Borromeo in Skillman, NJ has hosted the “Moms 
& Babies Luncheon”, a Sunday afternoon event 
of friendship, food, and auction items to benefit 
the Center.  After 3 successful years, Our Lady of 
Lourdes and Fr. Len Rusay in Whitehouse Station 
generously became the host for the 2012 Luncheon, 
continuing this annual event that assists the Center’s 
mothers and children.  Held this year on Sunday, 
September 30th, over 150 guests joined together to 
learn about the mission of the Center, hear a mother 
from the Center courageously share her story, and 
bid on beautiful, donated items, all benefitting 
the Center.  Almost $10,000 was raised through 
generosity of attendees, donors, and parish groups.

On Sunday, October 14th, the mothers and children 
of the Center were invited for an afternoon out 
to St. Mary’s StonyHill in Watchung for a Baby 
Shower party.  Residents and their children were 
served delicious sandwiches, crudités, and tempting 
fruits and desserts, accompanied by blue and pink 
lemonade, while sitting at tables decorated with 
centerpieces made of baby diapers and bottles, all in 
keeping with the theme of the afternoon.  Generous 
parishioners of St. Mary’s donated a multitude of gift 
cards, diapers, wipes, baby clothes, and monetary 
donations to benefit the Center’s residents.  Our 
moms truly felt welcomed by the many volunteers and 

guests that contributed to 
the party! 

Would you and your 
friends, family or 
coworkers have an idea 
to help the Center?  Call 
Paula at (732) 247-7003 
x11.

“Room at the Inn”
The women, some pregnant, some with their children, were 
starting to get cold and hungry.  They were worried – there was 
no heat, no lights, no hot water, no cooked meals – it was the 
Tuesday, October 30th, the second day of superstorm Sandy.   
Clinical staff held down the fort, sleeping overnight to comfort 
the families through the wind and rain.  Calls were made to the 
power company, and promises were received that all would 

continued on page 3
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2012 Ken Daneyko Golf Classic
Sunny, blue skies greeted golfers 
who joined us on Thursday, July 
12th at beautiful Suburban Golf 
Club, Union, NJ in support of 
the mothers and children at the 
Center.  Ken Daneyko, joined 
by Gerry Cooney and other 
sports celebrities, hosted this 
annual fundraising day which 
included brunch, 18 holes, 
cocktail hour, dinner, silent 
auction, and visits from the NJ 
Devil and Devils Fan Club, and 
MetLife’s Snoopy.  CGE Board 
Member and Golf Committee 
Chairman, Ed Stankiewicz, led yet 
another successful outing, and 
encourages you to contact him for 
our July 2013 event – give him a 
call at 908-930-9355 to be a part 
of this successful team!

2012 Gift of Hope Gala
The beautifully elegant Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club in Bedminster was the setting for the Center’s Gift of Hope Gala 
on Friday, October 26th, 2012.   CGE Trustee Sandra Dorsey Rice led the evening’s programs as over 200 supporters 
gathered to celebrate Ron Ladell, the Center’s 2012 Humanitarian of the Year, and Senior Vice President of AvalonBay 
Communities, for his assistance with the Center’s new 16 units of Permanent Supportive Housing.  Also honored was 
Msgr. David Fulton, for his dedicated service to the Center, and Marie Gallo, our Volunteer of the Year.

As always, a highlight of the evening was the courageous story from our resident mother, 
who was accompanied that evening by her beautiful baby daughter.  This inspirational 
woman shared with us her challenges of addiction and 
homelessness, her belief that the Center’s programs are 
integral to her successes, and her plans to be one of the first 
residents in the Center’s new homes at AvalonBay.

A fabulous Fiddler’s dinner, dancing to the Greaseband, and 
bidding at the Silent Auction were all part of a successful 
evening that directly supported the 
Center’s mission of breaking the 
cycle of homelessness and trauma, 
and empowering each client to 
become a nurturing young mother 
with the personal skills to provide a 
future of hope for her family.

How Your Dollar Helps
$25         One week of diapers for a baby

$40         One Boppy pillow

$65         One tank of gas to shuttle families to their  
   appointments

$100       Formula and food for a week for a family

$250       One week  of care for a child in Katy’s Place

$850       One baby shower for an expectant mother

$6,250    Sponsor one mother and child for a month

Thank you to Chris Pollaco, Picture Perfect Photography
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Why We Love Scrapbooking
Scrapbooking, part of our 
artistic expression group, 
assists our mothers in 
preserving special events and 
accomplishments, such as the 
birth of their child, or weekend 
visits with their children.  When 
women come to our program, 
many of their memories are traumatic or very limited in 
detail. As residents are exposed to many joyful firsts while 
at the Center, it’s very important to stop and  record these 
moments in a scrapbook, cherishing each moment while 
creating something concrete that they can take with them 
when they complete the program. 

Scrapbooking is also therapeutic, providing endless 
opportunities for creativity, resulting in a sense of pride and 
creative ownership. Learning creative tools such as cutting, 
designing and journaling supports a lifetime hobby that the 
residents can share with their children and families. Each 
mother is always so excited to show the progress they 
have made in their books.   Scrapbooking is a great way 
to share ideas, protect and reinforce happy memories and 
have fun being creative.  

- Shared by Elyzza Torres, Katy’s Place

From a Volunteer’s Perspective by Roseann Podlaski

After teaching middle school for thirty-six years, I decided it was time to 
retire. Within a few weeks, I realized I had too much energy to be a “stay at 
home” retiree and knew I had the time to “give back,” but where?

One morning after running an errand, I found my car headed to the Center 
for Great Expectations instead of home-a short five minute drive. I truly 
believe God was directing me to a new opportunity to encounter something 
very different, but as rewarding, as the classroom.  From the moment I rang 
the doorbell to the end of my interview with Sister Madeline, I knew this was 
a place I wanted to pursue.

On the morning of my actual first day, I was warmly welcomed by the counselors, director, executive staff, and 
CEO, Peg Wright. This welcoming was very sincere; they were truly appreciative of my interest in the Center. The 
person with whom I work is Victoria Crawford, Senior House Resident Associate. She is a blessing to me, and more 
importantly, to the residents of House B. Victoria’s instructions and explanations about the daily needs of her office 
and the residents have been better than the best written lesson plan that I ever wrote and executed. 

I answer the phones, make copies, greet visitors, complete residents’ room-checks, fulfill residents’ requests, and  
assist anyone and  in any way that I can. The atmosphere is professional, cordial, and very supportive which makes 
the opportunity to serve so pleasurable and rewarding.  My interaction with the eight female residents who reside in 
House B is a blessing. The ladies say that I bring sunshine to their lives; however, the feeling is mutual. It is a joy to 
see their recovery and attend their Stone Graduation Ceremony.

As a public school teacher, I saw the struggles of students whose families were dealing with addiction. Now as a 
volunteer at the Center, I witness the diligence, determination, and encouragement from the teams of professionals 
who are helping these women to become good mothers. Hopefully, the cycle of addiction will break, and they will 
nurture their children for the good opportunities they deserve.

It is a privilege to use the talents that God gave me, not as a teacher in this new chapter of my life, but as a caring, 
helpful steward assisting in any way so that the mission of the Center for Great Expectations will be met.

be back on in 24 hours.  Safety is always the main 
concern, not just physical, but emotional too – an action 
plan was needed.  But who could provide shelter to 16 
mothers, with their children, along with staff? 

There was an immediate welcome, and the doors 
quickly opened at Rockaway Reformed Church in 
Whitehouse Station.  Led by Reverend David Ruisard, 
the husband of the Center’s own Debbie Ruisard, 
Manager of the Center’s Adult Women’s Program, this 
church community offered not only heat, lights and hot 
water, they actually had enough beds for all!  And if that 
wasn’t enough, one of their members, Albert Barker, 
offered his professional chef services throughout 
the week. Each day, breakfast, lunch and dinner 
was cooked by Albert, with many helpers, including 
friends from Our Lady of Lourdes and the surrounding 
communities providing supplies and diapers.  

On November 15th, Albert and Rev. David visited the 
Center as guests of our adolescent residents, who 
cooked a sumptuous Thanksgiving dinner in gratitude 
for the hospitality and generosity they experienced.  We 
really have so much for which to be thankful, if we stop 
and count our blessings.

Room at the Inn, continued from page 1
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2013 Calendar of Events
May 5K Race to Benefit the Center   

 H4B Catapult, Hamilton, NJ

Jul 11 Annual Ken Daneyko Golf Classic

             Suburban Golf Course, Union, NJ

Oct 25 Gift of Hope Gala 

 Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club, Bedminster, NJ

TBA Moms & Babies Luncheon

Join us!

How You Can Help
•	 Conduct a Wish List drive – diapers, wipes and 

crib sheets are at the top of our list, but just the 
beginning

•	 Organize a fundraiser – donations & gift cards, host 
a party at home, run a car wash, collect change for 
the Center 

•	 Be an Ambassador – introduce the Center and 
distribute our newsletters to your friends, house of 
worship, workplace 

•	 Make an online donation now: www.cge-nj.org

•	 Matching gifts from your employer can double your 
donations all year long

•	 Volunteer  - we have a need for your skills

•	 Engage your children in stewardship – looking for 
a school, scout, religious ed or mitzvah project?  
Give us a call!

•	 Join us at our upcoming events – enjoy a great time  
while knowing you are helping our mission

Email info@cge-nj.org or call (732) 247-7003 x32.

Thank You! 
We thank all of you that have 
helped the Center, including:

Rutgers Against Hunger, 
Grant Thorton, Queenship 
of Mary, Derek Cotton and friends, AMWA medical 
students from RWJ-UMDNJ, Seton Hall, St. Matthias, 
St. Charles Borromeo, Sacred Heart Church of New 
Brunswick, Bridgewater BMW, St. Joseph’s High 
School, DS&D Design, First Solar
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RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS
Residential treatment for homeless,

pregnant adolescents, and their children;
And homeless pregnant women with

substance use disorders, and their children.

OUTPATIENT PROGRAM
Pregnant and/or parenting women with 

substance use and/or co-occurring disorders.

PERMANENT SUPPORTIvE HOUSING
16 apartment homes and supportive services 
for successful graduates and their children.


